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Over recent months, an unprecedented commotion has
developed concerning the utilization of the property of
the Monastery and, in particular, the exchange of Lake
Vistonida, as well as the disposal of the financial
resources arising from this.

B nocnedHue mecaybl becnpeyeHoeHmMHble cmpacmu
paszopenuce B0OKpyz UCNoaAb308aHUA cobcmeeHHOCMU
MoHacmeipsa: 8 yacmHocmu, obmeHa 3emau o3epa
BucmoHuda u ucnonb3o8aHUA cpedcms, nosay4yademsbix 8
pe3ynbmame coenKu.

The Abbot and the whole Brotherhood of the Holy



Monastery of Vatopaidi express our profound sadness
and humbly ask forgiveness from the flock of Christ
because, unwittingly and in a manner that could not
have been foreseen, we have been a stumbling-block for
them.

HamecmHukK u ece bpamcmeo ceamoili obumenu
Bamoned aayboko ckopbsm u cmupeHHO npocam
npoweHua 'y nacmesl  Xpucmoeoll, MOCKO/AbKY
HeeosiIbHO U HernpedsuodeHHbIM o0bpazom cmanu
KaMHeM npemKHO8eHUs 0411 MHO2UX.

The text which follows presents a series of facts and
evidence which will help clarify the issue.
3ma uHgpopmayua npedcmasnsem coboli nepevyeHb
¢akmoe u OoKaszamenbCcmes, Komopoie nomoaym
npoaume ceem Ha OaHHy npobaemy.

BRIEF HISTORICAL REVIEW

KPATKUM UCTOPUYECKUI OB30P
Contribution to the Church"



3HAYEHUE [/1A LEPKBU

The Monastery of Vatopaidi was founded in the 4th century by
Emperor Theodosios the Great and after it had been destro yed and
abandoned at the beginning of the 10th century was renovated by the new
founders Nikolaos, Athanasios and Antonios. Over the centuries, it has
proved to be one of the greatest centres of Orthodoxy, living the practice
of hesychasm, producing a host of saints and, at the same time, performing
a wide variety of missionary work within the realm of Greece and outside.
Momnacreips Baromepa Ob1A ocHoBan B IV Beke mo P.X.
pusanTuiickum Hmmeparopom Peopocuem Beaukum. 3a  cBoro
HCTOPHUIO OOHUTEAb IpeTepIieAd HEOAHOKpAaTHbIE pa3pymeHus. B
Hadase X BeKa MOHACTBIPb ObIA BOCCTaHOBACH Oparbamu Hukoaaem,
Adanacuem u AmTroHumeM. B TeyeHme BeKOB OH OBIA OAHHM U3
BEAMYANWIINX IIEHTPOB IIpaBocAaBHA, XpaHUTEAEM AYXOBHBIX
TpaAunuid wucuxasma. B cremax oOurTeAm BO3POC IIEABIH COHM
CBATBIX, KOTOPBIC BHECAU OOABIIOH BKAAA B MICCHOHEPCKYIO paboTy
B camoii I'periiz 1 Bo Bcem mupe.

Contribution to the Greek people"
3HAYEHUE A1 HAPOAA rPELUNN

The Monastery has made an inestimable contribution to the life of
the Greek people over its thousand-year and more history. In 1749,
during the time of Turkish rule, the Monastery founded the Athonias
Academy, which, as is well known, was the most important educational
institution for the subjugated Greeks. It produced a number of
outstanding personalities such as Saint Kosmas Aitolos, equal to the
Apostles, Rigas Ferraios, and many teachers of the Greek people.

B Teuenmu Goaee uem TBICAYEAeTHEH ucTopmum MOHACTBHIPH
BHOCHA HEOIICHUMBIA BKAAA B AYXOBHYIO >KU3HB HapoAa I'perun. B
1749 r., B mmepuoA Typeukoro BaaAbrdecTBa, MOHACTBIPE OCHOBAA
AdoHCKyIO HEepKOBHYIO aKaseMHuro - AdoHmaAy, KoTopas ObIaa
HanboAsee BaXKHBIM AyXOBHO-OOPa30BATEABHBIM IIEHTPOM AAA
3aBOEBAHHBIX TIpPekoB. I3 creH akaAaeMuH BBIIIAO HEMAAO
BBIAAIOILIMXCA CBATBIX M OOLIECTBEHHBIX AEATEACH: TAKUX KaK
cBaToil paBHOanocToAbHbIT Kocekma Amrroaac, Purac ®@eppanoc u
MpoYne AyXOBHbIE HACTABHUKHU I'PEYECKOI0 HAPOAA.



Visit of the Prime Minister, Eleftherios Venizelos, to the Monastery in 1927.
Buszum lMpembep-muHucmpa peyuu Eneegpepuoca BeHusenoca 8 MoHacmeipb 8
1927 200y.
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The Pan-Orthodox Conference (Pre-Synod) during the reign of Patriarch Fotios Il, held

at the Monastery in 1930.
BcemupHas lpasocnasHas KoHgpepeHyus (nped-CuHoOHAsA) 80 8pems npaesaeHuUs
Mampuapxa ®omus I, cocmoaswasca 8 MoHacmeipe 8 1930 200y

Generous economic aid was provided by the Monastery for the Revolution
of 1821, and Grigorios, the Metropolitan of Eiri-noupolis and Vatopaidiou,



blessed Ypsilantis’ banner of the revolution in the Transdanubian
Principalities, also contributing half a million piastres to the cause. The
Monastery also contributed to the re-foundation of the Great School of the
Nation, the University of Athens and the Theological School in Halki,
while also providing funds for the building of the School of Languages in
Constantinople and most of the institutes of learning of the Greek state.
MonacTeIps BHEC 3HAYMTEABHBIN BKAAA B MOAroroBke I'peueckoro
HAIIMOHAABHO-0CBOOOAUTEABHOTO BOCccranusa 1821 r. I'puropwmii,
murporioantT  Hpumomoamcckmii m BaromeAckmii, He TOABKO
6AarocAOBUA 3HAM:A MOBCTAHIEB KHA3A AaekcaHapa MicuaamTu, HO
M IIOJKEPTBOBaA Oopram 3a CBOOOAY IIOAMHMAAMOHA IIHACTPOB.
MonacTbIpp TaKOKe BHEC OOABIIION BKAAA B BOCCTAHOBACHHE
I'AaBHOIT HAITMOHAABHON IIKOABI — YHHBepcuTeTa APUH U AyXOBHOMI
IIKOABI B XaAKH, OAHOBPEMEHHO oO0ecneumBas CTPOHUTEABCTBO
IIKOABI ~ AMHrBHUCTMKM B  KOHCTaHTHHOIIOAC H®  ApPYIHX
TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX YUPEIXKACHUMH 00pa3oBaHuA.

In 1912, it saved the inhabitants of Vrasna and Stavros in Halkidiki
from certain death by delivering to the Turks an extortionate amount of
taxes which the villagers were unable to pay themselves. After the great fire
in Thessaloniki, in 1917, it provided generous financial aid to those in need.
After the Asia Minor catastrophe in 1923 and the exchange of populations,
the Monastery initially gave away 6,200 hectares, soon followed by a further
3,800 hectares, for the refugees to settle on. These were located on Thasos
and in Halkidiki (Ouranoupolis, Nea Triglia, Nea Roda, the whole of the
island of Amouliani, Moudania, Vatopedi and Ayios Mamas).

B mepuoa bBaakanckoii BoiiHel B 1912 r. MonacteIps crac
Haceaernne Bpacusl u CraBpoca B XaAKHAUKE OT CMEPTH, 3aIIAATHB
TypKaM, BBIMOIABIIUM OIPOMHBIE ACHBIH y MHPHBIX >KUTEACH,
KOTOpPBIE€ HE MOTAU 3amAatuTh ux camu. B 1917 r., mocae Goapiroro
noxxapa B PeccaroHukax, MoHACTBIph 0Ka3aA OAATOTBOPHUTEABHYIO
IOMOIIb Hy>KAaromumMcA. Bo Bpema Tparmdueckux co6berruii B Maaoi
A3uu n obmeHa HaceaeHueM MesxAy I'penmeii u Typuwmeit 8 1923 r.,
MonacTeIpb BbIA€AHA CHauaAa 6 200 rexTapoB 3eMam, a 3arem emre 3
800 rexTapoB AAf pacceAaeHHA Oe>KeHIIEB. DTH 3eMAH HAXOAWAHNCH HA
®acoce u Xaskaauke (Ypauomoauc, Hea Tpuraa, Hea Poaa, Becs
octpos Amoananu, Moyaanus, Baronea u Aiioc Mamac).

EFFORTS TO RESTORE THE MONASTERY"
PABOTbI NO BOCCTAHOB/IEHUIO MOHACTbIPA



Because of the setious lack of vocations on the Holy Mountain after
the 1950’s, the Monastery entered a sharp decline, both materially and
spiritually. In 1990, by a decision of the Ecumenical Patriarch and the
Holy Community of the Holy Mountain, the Monastery was converted
from the idiorrhythmic style and became a coenobium. It was settled by a
group of 18 monks, under the spiritual direction of Elder Joseph from
New Skete, and Hieromonk Ephraim was enthroned as the first Abbot.

C 1950 r. B cBA3M C MAAOUHMCAE€HHOCTEIO MOHaxoB Ha Cpsaroii
T'ope MOHACTBIPH MpHIIEA B YIIAAOK KAK MATEPUAABHO, TAK U
AyxoeHo. B 1990 r., mo pemenuro Bceaenckoro Ilarpuapxa u Cs.
Kumora Csaroii I'opei, MonacTeiper ObIA  HIpeobpa3zoBaH u3
MAMOPUTMHYECKOI0 B KHHOBHIO (0oOimexxkurue). OcHoBaTeAasamu ee
crasa rpymnmna u3 18 MoHaXx0oB IOA AYXOBHBEIM pykKoBoAcTBOM Crapria
HNocuda u3 Hosoro Ckura u nepomonaxa Edpema, koTopsrii 661A
U30paH IIepBbIM HAMECTHHKOM HOBOII 00UTEeAN.

The new Brotherhood made its first concern the spiritual revitalization
of the Monastery and also drew up a list of priorities for the material tasks
that needed to be carried out. Today, the Monastery numbers 110 monks,
from 12 countries.

HoBoe BparcTBo MocTaHOBHAO, YTO FAQBHAA LICAB - 9TO AYXOBHOE
BO3pOXKACHHE MOHACTBIPA U OIPEACAMAO CIIHCOK IPHOPUTETHBIX
3aAa4, KOTOPbIE€ AOAYKHBEI OBITH AAfL 3TOrO BBIITOAHEHBI. CeroaHs B
Momnacrteipe nmoasusarorca 110 mornaxos u3 12 crpan.




CesepHaﬂ yacme Bocmo4yHoz20 Kpbina 00 u nocne 80cCMAHOB/EHUS.

Restoration of the Monastery! Kellia and Sketes - PEKOHCTPYKLUA
MOHACTbIPS, KE/INV U CKUTOB

The Monastery of Vatopaidi is an enormous building complex, with a
covered area of 35,000 square metres, while the Sketes and Kellia which are
subject to it have a covered area of more than 50,000 square metres. Since
1990, approximately one third of the Monastery has been renovated, at a
cost of 45 million euros. It was also necessary to restore the Skete of Saint
Andrew (Serai) in Karyes, the Skete of Saint Demettios, the old Athonias
School and many kellia which belong to the Monastery, a total of 50,000
square metres of covered area. It should be borne in mind that the annual
grant from the State and from European funding, covers only a very small
portion of the costs, so restoration work wonld be impossible without a substantial
[financial contribution from the Monastery itself.

Momnacteips BaromeA - 9TO OrpOMHBIN  APXUTEKTYPHBIH
KOMIIAEKC ITAOIIAABIO B 35 THIC. KBAAPATHBIX METPOB, 4 CKUTBI U
KEABH, ABAAIOINMECH €r0 YaCThI0, 3aHHMAIOT mAomaAb 50 ThIc.
KkBaApaTtHbIX MeTpoB. C 1990 r. mpubGamsmreAbHO OAHA TpETh
spaHuid MoHacTeIpa 6biaa orpecraBpupopaHa. CroumocTts pabor
cocraBuaa 45 man. eBpo. Taxoke GbIA0 HEOOXOAMMO BOCCTAHOBUTH
ckut cearoro Anocroaa Auapes (Cepan) B Kapuece, ckut caroro
AnMuTpus, crapyro HEPKOBHYIO INKOAY AdOHMAAA ¥ MHOXKECTBO
KEAUH, MpuHaAAeKamux MoHACTBIPIO, 06miei maomiaasro 50 ThIC.
KBaApaTHbBIX MeTpoB. Ilpu 3TOM cAeAyer OTMETHTB, YTO TOAOBOM
rpaHT OT rocyaapcrsa u or Espomeiickoro Coro3a ITOKpBIBaeT
AWIIIb MAAYIO YACTh 3aTPAT, HOITOMY BOCCTAHOBHTCABHEIC PAGOTHI
66141 OB HEBO3MOXKHEI 0€3 ¢hbruHaHCOBOH momory MoHaCTBIPA.




The Refectory of the Monastery before and after renovation
Tpane3Has MoHacmoips 00 u nocae peKoOHCMpPYKYuu

Monks have no personal interests! nor do they serve those of others" A
clear distinction must be made between the poverty of a monk and the
property of his monastery"

Y MoOHaxoB, No p[aHHOMY MMM 06eTy HeCcTAaHuA, HeT JINYHOM
CO6CTBEHHOCTM U JEHEXHbIX CPeAcTB, TaK Ke OHU He CAyXaT u
maTepuanbHbiM WHTepecam Apyrux. OgHako ecTb 60sblioe pasnuuune
mexay 6eAHOCTbIO MOHAX0B U COBCTBEHHOCTBIO UX MOHACTbIPS.

Conservation of the treasures"”

COXPAHEHMUE KY/IbTYPHbIX LLEHHOCTEM

3,500 icons are kept in the Monastery, 2,200 manuscripts, 350,000
documents, 40,000 incunabula, a multitude of works of art (gold-thread
embroidery, silver and gold artifacts, heirlooms of inestimable cultural
and historical value), which for years lay abandoned, at risk of decay and
destruction. Two new Sacristies have been built to exhibit and preserve
these treasures. Conservation of the wall-paintings by Manouil
Panselinos (1312 A.D.) in the Katholiko (Main Church) has already been
completed, as well as of hundreds of portable icons, manuscripts and
many items used in worship.

B Monacreipe xpauarca 3,5 TeIC. UKOH, 2,2 TBIC. MAHYCKPHIITOB,
350 TBIC. AOKYMEHTOB, 40 THIC. THKYHA0YA (II€epBONEYATHAA KHUATA),
OrPOMHOE KOAMYECTBO IIPOU3BEACHHUI HCKYyCCTBA: 30A0TOE IIUTHE,
30A0TBIC U CepeOpAHbIe YKpalIeHus, (paMHABHBIC APATOIEHHOCTH,
MMEIOIIE OrPOMHOE KyABTYPHOE€ M HCTOPUUYECKOE 3HAYCHUE,
KOTOPBIE TOAAMH XPAaHHAUCH B HEIIOAXOAAIIUX YCAOBHAX,
TACGCHEBEAM U paspymnasnck. CeroaHa 3aBepleHa pecTaBpanusa
HacTeHHOI >xuonucu Manyunaa ITanceaenoca (1312 r.) B raaBHOM
co6opHoMm xpame baaropemenma IIpecparoii Boropoaunsr, a
TAK)Ke peCTaBpalua COTEH APEBHHX WKOH, MAHYCKPHIITOB U
MHOTHX APYTHX PAPUTETOB, HCIIOAB3YEMBIX AAA GOTOCAy>KEHHA.

THE CHARITABLE WORK OF THE MONASTERY"
B/IATOTBOPUTE/IbHAA PABOTA MOHACTbIPA




Because of the way the facts have been traduced, the Monastery feels
obliged to publish a representative selection of its charitable work.

ITockoAbky mMeAO MecTO UCKadkeHHe (paKkToB (KAeBeTa),
MoHAaCTBIpE CUHTAET HEOOXOAMMEBIM ONyOAMKOBATB OTYET O CBOCH
GAaroTBopuTEABLHOIT pabore.

Financial support"

®UHAHCOBAA MNOAAEPHKA
Every year, 50% of its net income is spent on:

50% umrcTOoro AOX0Aa €2KEroOAHO TPATUTCA Ha:

X bursaries for students,
CTUIIEHAUH CTyACHTAM;

X assistance to families without means of support,
ITOMOIIb MAAOUMYIIUM CEMbAM;

X medical treatment for those without means of support,
MEAUIMHCKYFO [IOMOILIb TEM, Y KOT'O HET MCTOYHUKOB K
CYILIECTBOBAHMIO;

X freeing prisoners without means of support and improvement
of living conditions in corrective institutions,
OCBOGOKAEHHBIX U3 3aKAFOYECHUA U HA YAYUIIICHHE
YCAOBUI )KU3HU B MECTAX 3AKAFOYCHN,

X detoxification assistance for those using drugs and other
addictive substances,
A€UYEHHE HAPKOMAHOB M CTPAAAFOLIIX AAKOTOAH3MOM;

X financial support for monasteries, both within Greece
andoutside,
¢pHUHAHCOBYIO TOAAEP>KKY MOHACTBIpel B I'peruu u 3a
pyoesxom;

X financial support for Church organizations, camps and
institutions in Greece, Cyprus, America, Russia, Rumania,
Serbia, Africa and various regions of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.



DUHAHCOBYIO IOAACPIKKY LICPKOBHBIM OPraHU3ALIMAM,
AarepaM u mHcTUTyTaM B I'perium, va Kumnpe, B Amepuxe,
Poccun, Pymsianu, Cepbun, Appuke u Apyrux permoHax
Bceaenckoro ITarpuapxara.

The condition of the old Sacristy when it was opened in 1989 and after its renovation
in 2005.
CocmosHue dpeesHell pusHUYbl HO MOMeHM ee omKkpbimus 8 1989 2. u nocne
peKoHcmpyKyuu e 2005 2.

Wall-paintings from the Katholoko (1312) before and after cleaning and after the
removal of later additions.
HacmeHHas »ueonucb cobopHoz20 xpama baazoseuwjeHus (1312 2.) do u nocne
04UCMKU U yoaseHus no30HUX 0onoaHeHul.




Hospitality
roCTennPUNMCTBO

Every year, some 25,000 pilgrims visit the Monastery. The cost of
providing free food and shelter for these visitors and the 150 workers in
the Monastery is enormous. In terms of food alone, about 700 portions are
provided each day.

E>xeroano 25 T1hIC. masomMHHKOB mocemiaror MoHacteips. Hx
OGecrmaaTHOE pasMeIlleHHE M IIMTAaHHE, a TakoKe coaeprkanwme 150
pabounx obGcAy>kHBaroIero mepcoHaira obxoaurcsai MoHACTBIprO B
orpomuyro cymmy. K mpumepy, eskeAHEBHO AAd HHUX TpebyercA
roroButhb 700 mopriuii e,

Publishing effort"
nye/IMKALNUN

The publications of the Monastery, on a variety of spiritual, academic
and musical subjects, have been awarded prizes by the Academy of Athens
and various European public bodies and present the spiritual and cultural
values of the Holy Mountain and Orthodoxy to the world at large.

Ily6amkamun MoHAcCTBIpA Ha AYXOBHBIC, aKaA€MHUYECKHE U
My3bIKAABHBIE TEMbBI OBIAMI HATPAXKACHBI TpeMuaAMu Akacemun ApuH
¥ pa3ANYHBIX EBPOIEHCKUX OPraHU3auil U ABAAIOTCA KyABTYPHBIM
aocroaanuem Cparoii I'oper, IIpaBocaaBua um Bcero mmupa.

Plans and Aims "

MJ/IAHbI U 3AAYN

It was the Monastery’s intention to use a large part of the funds that wonld have
accrued from the exchange of Lake Ristonida and the management of its property in
general for charitable works. For this reason it established the “Gregorian
Charitable Cultural Research Institute”, by notarial deed no. 11816/22-5-
2007, which was sent to the Public Bill Committee for tabling in
Parliament. The purpose of the Institute was to put significant social
programmes into effect. Long before the present turmoil, the Monastery
had already announced the following works:



X Rehabilitation Centre for Invalids at Grammatiko,
Attica (budget of 40,000,000 euros).

X Model Old People’s Home in Limassol, Cyprus
(budget of 5,000,000 euros).

X Drug Detoxification Centre in Mesoyeia.

MoHacTpIpp IAAHHPOBAA HCIIOAB30BATH OOABIIIYFO YACTH CPEACTB,
IOAyYeHHBIX B pe3yAbrare obMeHa o3epa Bucrommaa w or
YIOPABACHHA CBOCH HEABIPKHMOCTBIO HA 0OAArOTBOPHTEABHEIC
mean. Aaa  aroii  meam OblA  co3paH  «'puropmanckmit
BAaroTBOpUTEABHBIA KyABTYPHO—UCCACAOBATEABCKUMA HHCTUTYT».
On ObIA 3aperncTpupoBaH akTOM I10A Homepom 11816 or 22 masn
2007 r., a 3arem mepeAaan B OOGIIEeCTBEHHBIN 3aKOHOAATEABLHBIH
KOMHTET AAf IIpeAcTaBAeHns Ilapaamenty. MHCTHTYT AOAYKEH GBIA
MPUBECTH B HCIIOAHCHUE OOIIHUPHYIO COLAABHYIO IIPOIPAMMY.
3aA0ATO A0 HBIHENTHHX IIPUCKOPOHBIX coObITHIH MOHACTBIPH
00'BABHA O HOBBIX MHHUIIUATHBAX, HAMEPEBAACH CO3AATH:
X PeabuAnTanmOHHBIA IIEHTP AASL HHBAAHAOB B I'pammaruxe,
Artnka (c 6ropxeroM B 40 MAH. €BpO);
X Aom npecrapeasix B Aumacoae, Kunp (c G6ropxxerom B 5
MAH. €BPO);
X Ilentp peabuanranmu HapkoManoB B Mecoea;

LAKE VISTONIDA.

O3EPO BUCTOHUOA

Lake Vistonida is the largest remaining property (3%) outside the Holy
Mountain of those which the Monastery inherited from the emperors who
founded it, from donors and benefactors, all of the rest having either been
given to the Greek State at various times or simply expropriated.

Osepo Bucronmaa - camas 3HaUYMTEABHAS YACTb OCTABLICHCA Y
Momnactbipa HeaBmxumocta (3%) 3a npeaeaamu Caaroii I'oper. Ona
Obira yHacaepAoBaHa oT MMmepaTopa, KOTOPBIi OCHOBAA CBATYIO
obureab, or Oaaroasereseii u OenedakropoB. Bceca ocraspHaa
coGcTBeHHOCTh OBbIAa AMOO mepepaaHa I'pedeckomy rocyaapcrBy B
pasHbIe BpeMeHa, AHGO0 IIPOCTO SKCIIPOIPHUUPOBAHA.

The Monastery of Vatopaidi, with the sketes and cells



which belong to it constitutes an enormous building
complex with a covered area of more than 85,000 square
metres"

MoHacTbipb BaToneg, ¢ npuHagneXKawmmm emy CKUTaMu U
KeNbAMMU npeacTaBnseTr coboil orpomMHbIii apXUTEKTYPHbIN
KoMnnekc 34aHui naowapbio 6onee uem 85 Thbic.
KBagpaTHbIX METPOB.

The condition of the icon repository before and after renovation
XpaHunuwe 8718 UKOH 00 U Nnocse peKOHCMpPyKyuu




The Monastery dependency of Saint Nicholas on Lake Vistonida.
MoHacmeipckoe nodsopbe ceamumens Hukonas Ha o3epe BucmoHuda

In 1994, the Local Government Authority of the Prefecture of
Xanthi questioned the rights of the Monastery over the islet Ada Bourou
in Lake Vistonida. The case went to the legal office responsible, the
Advisory Council for Public Land, and, in a unanimous verdict published
in 1998, this body recognized the Monastery’s rights. In recent months
slanderous charges have been made against the Monastery for deceiving
and misleading the Greek Public Authorities over the claim to rights of
ownership over Lake Vistonida and its shoreline and the proposed
exchange. It must be emphasized that the Monastery has played no part
in any illegal transaction or other illicit practice. Through its
representatives it attempted - as it still does - to safeguard its rights by
legal means and transparent procedures before the legally-constituted
organs of the Greek Public Authorities.

B 1994 r. opraHel MeCTHOrO CcaMOyIpaBACHUA HNpedeKTyphI
Kcantun moaBepram comHeHHro npaBo MOHACTBIpA HA OCTPOBOK
Apa Boypo mHa o3epe Bucrommaa. Aeao ObIAO IIEpEAaHO B
COOTBETCBYIOIIYIO FOPHUAUYECKYIO CAy>kOy: KoHcyAbTaTHBHBIN
Coeer mo Bompocam l'ocyaapcrBenmoii 3eman. B 1998 r. Omia
OOHAPOAOBAH €r0 BEPAUKT, KOTOPBIM IIpaBa COOCTBEHHOCTH
Monacteipa O6biAum  TOATBepkAcHBL. Hexoropoe Bpemsa Hasap
MoHacTBIpIO OBIAM IIPEABABACHBI KAGBETHHYECKHE OOBUHEHHA 32
o0MaH U BBeAeHHE B 3a0Ay»kaeHHE I'pedyecKkmx rocyAapCTBEHHBIX



OPraHOB II0 IIOBOAY IPETCH3HIi Ha IIpaBa COOCTBEHHOCTH O3epa
Bucronuaa, ero mnpuOpPe’KHOII IIOAOCHI U IIPEAIIOAATAEMOIO
obmeHa. MBI AOAXKHBI OTMETHUTH, YTO MOHACTBIPH HHKOrAA HE
MPUHUMAA YYACTHA HU B KAKHX HEAETAABHBIX CACAKAX MAHM APYToOii
HE3aKOHHOI AeaTeAbHOCTH. C ITOMOIIBIO CBOHX IIPEACTABUTEAEH
OH HAMEPEH, KaK ACAAA BCETAQ, 3AIIUTUTH CBOU IIPABA, UCIIOAB3Y:H
3aKOHBIE CPEACTBA U UYECTHBIE IPOIEAYPHI, UE€PE3 OIPEACACHHBIC
3axoHoM I'peueckue rocyaapCTBEHHBIC OPraHbIL.

The Monastery’s rights of ownership over the Lake"
NMPABA MOHACTbIPA HA O3EPO BUCTOHUAA

The Monastery’s rights of ownership over Lake Vistonida, its shoreline
and islets are beyond question and fully attested legally. All the title deeds
of the Monastery concerning Lake Vistonida were ratified by chrysobulls
of Byzantine emperors, firmans of Sultans, and synodal documents and
sigillia of Patriarchs of Constantinople, all of which have been
recognized as valid by Greek courts as deeds of ownership. After the
foundation of the modern Greek state, the Monastery’s rights were re-
confirmed through two legal opinions from the most eminent Professors
of the Law School of the University of Athens in 1922 and 1923 (Messts.
K. Raktivan, G. Streit, K. Rallis, D. Papoulias, K. Polygenis, N. Saripolou
and D. Dingas).
IIpaBa MomnacTeipa Ha BAaapeHHe o3epom Bucronwmaa, ero
IPUOPEKHOM IIOAOCOM B OCTPOBAMH HE IIOABEPTrafOTCA COMHEHUIO
¥ IOAHOCTBIO IPOBEPEHbI ropucramu. Bee mpasa coGcrBeHHOCTH
Monacreipa Ha o03epo BucroHmaa O6pIAM  paTH(PUIEIPOBAHBI
xpucoByAsamu (3oaotasa  Oyasa) BusamrTmiickmx wumeparopos,
ykazamu (pupman) rypenkux Cyaranos, ookymenramu CuHOAd 1
CUTHAAOH  (AAMUHUCTPATHBHBIH  AOKyMEeHT B  Busawmrtmm)
narpuapxa KoHcraHTHHONOAsA, KOTOpBIE OBIAM (POPMAABHO
npu3HaHbl I'peyeckuMu CyAaMu ACHCTBYFOIIIUMU AOKYMEHTAMH HA
BAAACHHE HEABIDKHMOCTBIO. IlocAe OCHOBaHHA COBPEMEHHOIO
I'peueckoro rocyaapcrsa, mpaBa cobGcrBeHHOCTH MoOHACTBIpA
OBIAML IIOATBEP>KACHBI ABYMA FOPHAMYCCKAMH 3AKAFOUCHHAMUI
HanboAsee WM3BECTHBIX IHIpodeccopoB KadeApsl HOpaBa HIpH
Yuusepcurere Adun B 1922 m 1923 rr. (Messrs. K. Raktivan, G.
Streit, K. Rallis, D. Papoulias, K. Polygenis, N. Saripolou and D.
Dingas).

| It was the Monastery’s intention to use a large part of the



funds that would have accrued from the exchange of Lake
Vistonida and the management of its property in general for
charitable works.

MoHacTblpb NNAHMPOBAN UCNO/b30BaTb 60/blUYID 4YacTb
CpeacTB, MNONYYeHHbIX B pe3ynbrate obmeHa o3epa
BUCTOHMAA M OT ynpasBneHus HeABUMKUMOCTbIO, Ha
6naroTBopuUTENbHbIE LENN.

Start of restoration work at the ruins of the old Athonias Academy.
Pyunel cmapolii Akademuu AgpoHuada neped Ha4asnom
soccmaHosumesbHbix pabom

In 1924, the Greek Public Authorities, through a Legislative Decree
agreed that the Monastery would give it 3,800 hectares in Halkidiki for
the settlement of refugees from Asia Minor and that the whole of the
Lake of Vistonida would remain with the Monastery. Everything above
has once more been supported and confirmed by the opinion published
by Ioannis Konidaris, Professor of Ecclesiastical Law at the University of
Athens, on 28-10-2008. These deeds were recognized by the relevant
Land Services of Xanthi and Rodopi and led the Advisory Council for
Public Lands and Exchangeable Property, with different members and
under different governments, to rule unanimously in favour of the

Monastery’s rights of ownership, with four (4) opinions at various points
in time from 1998 to 2004.




B 1924 r. Baacrm  I'pedyeckoro  rocyaapcrsa  4yepes
3aKOHOAAQTEABHBIH  AEKPET IIOCTAHOBUAM, UTO MOHACTBIPH
npeaocraBur 3,8 THIC. reKTapoB B XaAKHAUKE AAA PACCEACHUA
GesxeHnieB 3 Maaoii Asuun, HO o3epo Bmcrommaa ocraHerca B
co6crBeHHocTH MOHacTBIpA. Bee BRIMmM3A0KeHHOE eme pa3 ObIAO
MOATBepXKACHO B myOamxammu  Moamnamca  Komwmaapuca,
npodeccopa IlepxosHoro Ilpasa ymmBepcurera Acduu ot 28
okra6pa 2008 r. AoxymeHTsl MOHACTBIPA HA IIPABO BAAACHHA
03epoM OBIAM NPHU3HAHBI ACHCTBUTEABHBIMHU COOTBECTBYIOLIHMH
3eMeAbHBIMH peructpamu XaHtu u Popomnu. KoHcyasraTusHBII
Coser mo BOmpocaM OOIIECTBEHHBIX 3€MEABL M COOCTBEHHOCTH B
Pa3sAMYHBIX  COCTAaBaX W IIOA  YIPABACHHEM  Pa3AHYHBIX
NPaBUTEABCTB 4YeTbIipe pa3a ¢ 1998 mo 2004 rr. eamHOrAacHo
TIOATBEPIKAAA 32 MOHACTBIPEM IIPABO BAAACHHUA.

The Monastery has played no part in any illegal transaction

or other illicit practice"
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The court case in Rodopi

CYAEBHOE AE/1I0 B pO4OMNMN

On 5-11-2003, the plenary Court of First Instance in Rodopi discussed the
action brought by the Monastery for a final decision to secure its
ownership rights over the lake. On 25-6-2004, the litigants submitted a
joint declaration to the court requesting that no verdict be given, since in
the meantime, on 20-52004, the Advisory Council for Public Land had
once again found unanimously in favour of the Monastery. In accordance
with established case law, when the litigants declare in common that they
do not wish a verdict to be published, the President of the court refrains
from doing so. The recent order to publish the verdict raises serious
questions about the independence of the judicial authority in Greece.

5 H0AGpa 2003 r. mAe€HAPHBIN CyA IepBOM HMHCTaHIMU B Poaorm
o0cyanAa AeAao, Bo3Oy>kaeHHOe MoHAcThIpeM, 00 OKOHYATEABHOM
NPU3HAHUM 32 HUM IIPaBa HAa BAaseHHe o3epom. 25 mroma 2004 r.
CTOPOHBI IIPEACTABUAU CYAY COBMECTHYIO ACKAAPAIIAIO C IIPOCHOOIM
He BBIHOCHUTB BEPAHKT, IIOCKOABKY B 3TO Bpemsa, 20 maa 2004 r.,



Koncyasrarusnei CoBeT 110 BOIIPOCaM OOIIECTBEHHBIX 3€MEAB eIIe
Pa3 CEAMHOTAACHO BBIHEC pemieHme B I10Ab3y MonacTteipsa. B
COOTBETCTBHUH C CYIIECTBYIOIIUM IIPEHEHACHTHBIM IIPABOM, KOIAA
CTOPOHBI IyOAUYHO OOBABAAIOT O HE)KCAAHUH BBIHOCHUTB BEPAHUKT,
I'aaBHBII CyApA Tarxoke BO3AeprkuBaerca oT 3roro. Ho meaaBHwmit
NPUKa3 O BBIHECEHHUH BEPAUKTA IIO3BOAAET 3aAATh BOIPOC O
HEe3aBHUCHMOCTH CyAeOHOM BaacTu B I'perumn.

Part of the South-West Wing, which has not been renovated.
Yacme 1020-3anadH020 Kpbiaa, Komopas ewje He 60CCMAHOB/EHA



In the new Common Room of the Monastery.
Hoevlii KOHpepeHY-3a1 8 MOHacmoipe

Inter-Orthodox Conference on Elder Sophrony in Athens.

MpaeocnasHas KoHgpepeHYusa namamu cmapya CoppoHus e AdpuHax

The challenge to the title deeds of the Monastery"
COMHEHUE B UMYLLIECTBEHHbIX NMPABAX

The challenge to the title deeds of the Monastery deals a severe blow to
property rights and brings the possibility that Church property outside the
realm of Greece (the Patriarchates of Constantinople, Alexandria and
Jerusalem, as well as Saint Catherine’s Monastery on Sinai) may also be
claimed by other parties. The seatrch for culpability among those in the
Public Sector who were responsible for the procedures which were



followed has also badly shaken the confidence of the public and is a blow
to the interests of those who have dealings with the Greek Public
Authorities.

CoMHeHrE B HMYIIECTBEHHBIX IIpaBaX MoOHACTBIpA HAHOCHUT
CEPBE3HBII YAAP 10 UMYIIECTBEHHOMY MPABY U CO3AAET IIPEIICHACHT
AAfL  ocrapuBaHHA coOCTBeHHOCTH ILlepkBH AXOGBIMU  APYIHME
CTOpPOHAMH, B TOM umcCAe, 1 3a npeaeaamu I'perum (Ilatpuapxare
Koncramrunomoas, Aaexkcamapun, Hepycaamma, a  Taroke
MoHacTeIpA cBAToM Exarepunuer Ha Cunae). ITocaeayrommii mouck
BHHOBHBIX B FOCYAAPCTBEHHOM CEKTOPE CPEAU TeX, KTO OTBEUYAA 34
FOPUAHYECKHE IIPOIEAYPHI, CHABHO IIOIIIATHYA AOBEPUE HACEACHUA U
ABAACTCH YAAPOM IIO HHTEPECaM TeX, KTO MMeeT AeAo ¢ I'peueckoit
FOCYAAQPCTBEHHOI BAACTHIO.

Procession, Sunday of Orthodoxy.
lMpaesocnasHvlii KpecmHbili X00

THE EXCHANGE PROCEDURE
NPOLEAYPA OBMEHA



The exchange of Lake Ristonida and its shoreline for other real estate was proposed
by the Greek Public Anthorities in order to meet the requirements of local agencies.
The Monastery did not want to exchange Lake Vistonida, as is clear from
the fact that the Monastery had commissioned companies to prepare
studies on how best to develop the lake and the region around it.

Ob6mer o3epa Bucrommaa w ero mobepe>xea HA  APYIVIO
HEABIDKHMOCTE OBIA IIPEAAOXKEH TI'OCYAAPCTBEHHBIMH BAACTAMH
Ipertma B  meAax  yAOBACTBOPEHHA  TPEOOBAHHH  MECTHBIX
OpraHu3aITHH.

MonacTelpp HE JKeaaa oOmeHa o3epa Bucrommaa. Dro
TIOATBEPIKAAET TOT (PaKT, YT0O MOHACTBIPH MOPYYMA CIIEIIHMAAUCTAM
IOATOTOBHUTEH HCCACAOBAHHA O TOM, KAK AyYIlle PasBHBATH 03€PO U
PEruoH BOKpPYT HETO.

The evaluation of the value of the estate and lake was entrusted by the
Greek Public Authorities to the institution legally responsible, the Body
of Chartered Assessors, which is independent and does not belong to the
public sector. The assessment was made on the basis of international and
European assessment models, without any input, intervention or even opportunity for
intervention by the Monastery.

O1ieHKAa CTOMMOCTH HEABIDKHMOCTH M O3epa OblAa mHoOpydeHa
I'peyeckmmu  BAacTaAMH KoMmeTreHTHoMy opramy - Corosy
AUILIEH3UMPOBAHHBIX OI[CHIIIUKOB, KOTOPBIH ABAACTCA HE3ABUCHUMbBIM
M HE IPUHAAAEIKUT IOCYAAPCTBY. DTa OIEHKa ObIAa CA€AAHA HA
OCHOBAHHU MEXXAYHAPOAHOM © EBpOIelcKkoid OHEeHOYHBIX
MOA€A€H, 0e3 KaKoro-An0o BMEIIIATCABCTBA U AAXKe 0e3 MaAeHIe
BO3MO>KHOCTH BAMAHUA MOHACTBIPA.

The properties in the exchange
HEABUXUMOCTb [1/19 OBMEHA

The choice of the real estate to be exchanged was made by the Greek
Public Authorities via the Ministry of Agrarian Development and the
Public Land Company.

Part of the land which was exchanged was later auctioned off in
accordance with the regulations of the Constitution of the Holy



Mountain.

Br16op HeABIDKHIMOCTH AAA 0OMeHA OBIA cAeAaH BAacTamu I'pertum
yepe3 MHHHCTEPCTBO arpapHOro pasBUTHA U YIPaBACHUE
o0mecTrBeHHbIMU 3eMAAMHU. JacTh 3eMaH, IIOAA€XKaIel oOMeHy,
BIIOCACACTBHU OBbIA2 BBICTABACHA HA AyKIIMOH B COOTBECTBHU C
peraamentom Koucrurymun Ceamennoii I'opsr.

The Olympic plot of land
OJIMMIMTUACKUIA 3EME/IbHbIA YHACTOK

The Olympic plot of land which is in the “Thrakomakedones” area was
given to the Monastery when it proved impossible to move the facilities
of the Ministry of Employment there because of a number of problems
to do with the Ministry.

OAMMIIMIICKHNA 3€MEABHBIA YYACTOK, HAXOAANIMIACA B pakoHe
«TpaxomakeAOHEC», ObIA IepeAal MOHACTBIPIO, KOTAA CTAAO ACHO,
YTO HEBO3MOX>KHO IIEPEHECTH TyAa CAyKObl Munncrepcrsa
3aHATOCTU U3-32 BHYTPECHHUX IMPO0AEM B MUHUCTEPCTBE.

After studies were made, the Monastery preferred to realize the value of
the land through the legal procedure of an auction. The first auction was
considered disadvantageous. Thereafter, the land was sold to Noliden
Ltd. for the sum of 41 million euros.

W3yunB BO3MOXXKHBIE BApHAHTBI, MOHACTBIPE  IIPEAIIOUECA
peasuzoBaTh 3EMAFO ACTAABHO uepes IIPOLICAYPY
aykiuonupopauuA. IlepBbIii ayKIIMOH OKAa3aACA HEBBITOAHBIM.
ITorom 3emasn GbIra mposaHa xkommanuu «HoAmaeH-AuMuTEA» 32
cymmy B 41 MaH. eBpO.

The exchange of Lake Vistonida and its shoreline for other
real estate was proposed by the Greek Public Authorities.
O6meH o3epa BuctoHmpa mn ero nobepexkba Ha Apyrywo
HeABMXMMOCTb 6bin NpegnoXeH  rocypapcTBEHHbIMMU
Bnactamu MNpeuun.

The same company offered the Monastery, on conditions, a donation of 9
million euros, in order to take part in the Gregorian Chatitable Foundation,
in particular in the financial administration of the Rehabilitation Centre for



Invalids, which was going to be built in Grammatiko in Attica. On this
Olympic land, the company planned to build a clinic for heart surgery,
gynaecology and obstetrics, with an investment budget of 200 million
euros, which would have provided 2,000 jobs. Unfortunately, after all the
turmoil, it is not now possible for Noliden Ltd. to make this investment or
to found the Rehabilitation Centre for Invalids. The Monastery has
undertaken to return the 9 million euros.

Ora ke KOMIAHHA IIPEAAOKHAA MOHACTBIPIO Ha OIIEPEAACHHBIX
YCAOBHAX ITO>KEPTBOBAHHE B pasMepe 9 MAH. €BPO C II€ABIO IIPUHATD
yuactue B I'puropmanckom GaarorBopureabHoM ¢onHae. B
YaCTHOCTH, B (PUHAHCOBOM yHpaBAeHHU PeaGHANTAITMOHHOTO
Ilentpa AAsL HHBAAWAOB, KOTOPBII U AOAYKEH OBIA OBITH IIOCTPOEH B
I'pammatnke B Arrtuke. Ha 3TOlf OAMMIIMIICKON 3eMA€ KOMIAHHUA
cobupasach IOCTPOUTH OOABHMHILY, CIEIUAAU3UPYIOMIYIOCH HA
KAPAMOAOTHMYECKUX OIlePallAX, I'MHEKOAOTMH U aKyLIepCTBe, C
MHBECTHIIMOHHBIM Oroakerom B 200 MAH. eBpo, KorTopas ObI
oGecrmeunaa paboroii 2 ThIC. ueAoBeK. K coskaseHmrio, mocae BCex
MOTPACEHUH OT HaIyMeBIIMX coObITmii aaa «HoamaeH-AmMBITEA»
CTaA0 HEBO3MO’KHBIM IOAOOHOE HMHBECTHPOBAHHE HAU OCHOBAHHE
Peabuanrarmuonsoro IlenTpa Aas mHBaAUAOB 1 MOHACTBIPE 00A3aH
BEPHYTH 9 MAH. €BpO.

The chapel of Saint Evdokimos before and after restoration.
YacoeHs ceamoli Eedokumuu 00 u nocsae 80CCMAHOB/AEHUSA

The supposed deception of the Public Authorities"
I'IPE,qI'lOﬂAI'AEMbIVI OBMAH
OPFAHOB I'OCy,[lAPCTBEHHOﬁ BJ/IACTU

Dozens of top state officials of high moral standing and education



(ministers from both major parties, members of the Supreme Legal Council
of the State, members of specialist advisory committees, expert University
professors and Public Prosecutors) all signed legal opinions and the
corresponding ministerial decisions in favour of the Monastery from 1998
to 2008. It was impossible for the Monastery to intrude in any way into
these procedures and into the actions of the agencies involved in order to
exert influence on them or deceive them.

AeCATKH BBICIIINX TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX UYNHOBHUKOB, 00AQAAFOIIIUX
BBICOKMMH MOPAABHBIMHU KAUECTBAMH M OOpPa30BAHMEM: MHHUCTPBI
obenx TrAaBHBIX IIapTHii, 4YAeHbI locyaapcrBeHHOro BrIcmiero
FOpuangeckoro CoBera, YAEGHBI CIEIIUAABHBIX KOHCYABTATHUBHBIX
KOMHTETOB, Mpodeccypa YHHBEPCHUTETOB M T[OCYAAPCTBEHHBIC
MPOKYPOPBI, IOAINCHIBAAH  IOPHAUYCCKHE  3AKAIOYCHHA U
COOTBETCTBYIOIIHE MUHHCTEPCKHUE PEIICHNUA B IT0OAB3Yy MOHACTBIPA C
1998 mo 2008 rr. MoHacTBIprO OBIAO a0COAFOTHO HEBO3MOJKHO
BMEIIATECA KAKHUM-AHOO 0Opa3oM B IIOPAAOK IPUHATHA PEIICHUH
HMAH B ACHCTBHA YIACTBYIOIINX B ACAC YUPEIKACHUN UTOOBI OKAa3aTh
Ha HUX BAMAHUE UAU OOMaHYTb.

FREEZING THE MONASTERY BANK ACCOUNTS"
3SAMOPAXNBAHUE BAHKOBCKUX CHETOB MOHACTbIPA

1t is astonishing that the agencies responsible have been keeping our acconnts frogen and
50 depriving the Monastery of its income for alpost four months now. Through
having its accounts frozen, the Monastery has been deprived of all the
significant income it had, whether from renting property or from its other
investments. Do the agencies responsible really not know that 110 monks
and 150 workers live in the Monastery and that the Monastery provides
free hospitality to 25,000 visitors a year? How are these running costs to
be met? It is therefore inevitable that restoration and conservation work
will be stopped and that hospitality will be limited.

IlopasnreAbHO YTO OTBETCTBEHHBIC YUECPEXKACHHA ACPKAT
3AMOPO>KEHHBIMH CY€TA O0OHTeAbd  TAKHM 00pa3somM  AHIIAA
MoHacTsIpb AOXOAOB B T€YE€HHE IOYTH BOCEMH MECALIEB.



3amoparknBaHre 6AHKOBCKUX CUETOB AUITUAO MOHACTBIPH BCEX
3HAYMMBIX AOXOAOB, KOTOpbI€ OH HMMEA pPaHEE OT PEHTBI H
pasanuHBIX ~ mWHBecTHHHI.  VI3BeCTHO  AM  OTBETCTBEHHBIM
yupesxaeHuaM, 4o 110 moraxos u 150 pabounx >xuyt B MoHacThIpe
M Yro obureab OecrmAaTHO IIpUHHMAET 25 TBIC. IOCETHTEACH
e>xeropno? Kakmm oGpa3om mokpbITh 9TH TeKyiue pacxoasr? Kax
CAEACTBHE, Hem30e)KHA  OCTAHOBKA  BOCCTAHOBHUTEABHBIX U
KOHCEPBALMOHHBIX paboT, a TakKe OrPaHHYCHUE YHCAA TOCTeil
(BKAIOUAs UX COAEPIKAHUE).

In the Katholikon (Main Church) of the Monastery
CobopHelili xpam MoHacmeips




v

Monastic tasks: At the carpentry shop, icon studio, garden, apiary.
MoHawecKue nocaywaHus: NA0mMHUYKAs MacmepcKas, UKOHOMUCHAs
macmepckas, cad, nacexka

DISPOSAL OF THE MONASTERY’S INCOME"
YMNPABJIEHUE JOXOOAMU MOHACTbIPA

The Monastery is a Legal Entity in Public Law in other words it is
not private but is a Public Foundation, a possession and property of the
Greek people. Every Monastery, through its moveable and fixed
property, makes sure it can meet its costs for rations, hospitality, building
restorations and conservation of treasures, and also carry out its
missionary and charitable work. The abbots of the Monasteries have the right
and also the duty to manage the property of their Monasteries, and this is not
Jforbidden by the Church canons, provided it is for the benefit of the Monastery and not
Jor their own personal gain.

B coorBercrBum c 3akoHOM, MOHACTBIPh ABAAETCA IOPUANIECCKAM
AUIIIOM, HO HE 4YaCTHOH, a OOINeCTBEHHOIl OpraHu3aruer,
co6cTBeHHOCTRIO Hapoaa I'permum. KaskAprii MOHacTBIpE 4epes
CBOE ABIDKHMOE M HEABIDKHMOE HMYIIECTBO TapPaHTHPYET, UTO
CMO’KET TIOKPBITH CTOHMMOCTH IIPOAOBOABCTBUA, COAEP’KaHMA,
pecraBpanuu  3AAHUII M XpaHEHHMA IIEHHOCTEM, a TaKoKe
IPOAOAYKATE MHCCHOHEPCKYIO U OAarorBOpuTeAbHyr0 pabory.
Hamecranx MOHACTBIpA HMEET HE TOABKO IMPaBO HO H
0043aHHOCTE PACIOPIKATCA COOCTBEHHOCTHEFO MOHACTBIPA, 39TO
HE 3anpeIneHo KAHOHAMH IIEPKBH €CAH AEAA€TCA BO 0Aaro
MomwHacreIpa a He AAA AHIHOTO 0OOTaI[CHHA.



Dozens of top state officials of high moral standing signed

legal opinions and the corresponding ministerial decisions

in favour of the Monastery from 1998 to 2008" It was

impossible for the Monastery to intrude in any way into

these procedures"
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Monks have no personal interest, nor do they serve those of others. A
clear distinction must be made between the poverty of a monk and the
property of his monastery. It is obvious, but should still be noted, that
monks in a coenobium, as well as their abbots, have no personal
property, so any claims about the existence of personal bank accounts
are unjustified and entirely baseless.

Y MOHAaxoB, II0 AQHHOMY HMMH O0€Ty HECTsDKAHUA, HET AHYHON
COOCTBEHHOCTU U ACHEI)KHBIX CPEACTB, TAK)Ke OHH HE CAYXKAT U
MaTepuasbHbIM HHTEepecam Apyrux. OaHako ectb 0oabloe
OTAMUHME Me>XXKAy OEAHOCTBIO MOHAXOB H COOCTBEHHOCTBIO HX
MOHACTBIPA. XOTA 3TO OYEBUAHO, OAHAKO CACAYET OTMETHTH, YTO
MOHAaXHU B KHHOBHU (00IIeKuTHE), KaK U HaMeCTHUK MoHacThIpA,
HE WMEIOT IIEPCOHAABHOH COOCTBEHHOCTH, TaK YTO Aroboe
3asgBACHHE O CYLIECTBOBAHHUM AHWYHBIX OaHKOBCKHX CYETOB
HEOIIPABAAHHO U COBEPIIEHHO 0eCIIoUBeHHO.

The Monastery of Vatopaidi employed financial advisors to find the best
way of managing its property, as other Church organizations have done.
All the Monastery’s capital, much of it derived from loans, is deposited,
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as the law requires, in bank accounts in the name of the Monastery- not,
of course, in any personal account, since these do not exist.

Momnacteips BaromeA HaHAA (PMHAHCOBOrO KOHCYABTAHTA UTOOBI
HAWTH HAWAYYIINHA CIIOCO0 yIpPaBACHUA CBOEH COOCTBEHHOCTBIO,
0 mOpuMepy APYrMX  IE€PKOBHBIX  opraHmsanmii. Becs
MOHACTBIPCKHI KAIIHTAA, OCHOBHAA Y4aCTh KOTOPOIO H3BACKAETCA
U3 KPEAUTOB, AEP)KUTCH, B COOTBETCTBHMH C 3aKOHOM, Ha
0aHKOBCKHX cueraXx MOHACTBIpA, a2 HE HA HECYIIECTBYFOIIHX
IePCOHAABHBIX CUETAX.

The East Wing before restoration.
BocmoyHoe Kpbino 0o pecmaspayuu

The Monastery’s collaboration with companies is due to the fact that
certain jobs were entrusted to financial advisors - laymen who are
spiritual children of the Monastery - in order to free the monks from
commercial and financial transactions. At regular intervals, the financial
advisors of the Monastery present a report to the Council of Elders,
which is the Mona stery’s own responsible body.

CorpyAanndectBo MOHACTBIpA € KOMIAHHAMH OOBACHACTCA
TeM, YTO HEKOTOpPhI€ PABOTHI OBIAM BO3AOXKEHBI Ha (PHHAHCOBBIX
COBETHHKOB — MUPAH, KOTOPBIC ABAAIOTCA AYXOBHBIMU YaAdAMH
obuTeAn, C IIEABIO OCBOOOAUTH MOHAXOB OT KOMMEPUYECKHX H
¢puHAHCOBBIX cAeAOK. PDumancoBble coBeTHHKH MoOHACTBIPA
peryaapHo mpeacraBaaror order Cosery CrapeifinuH, KOTOPBIQ
ABAACTCA BHYTPEHHHM OPIraHOM yIipapieHuAa MoHacThIpA.



THE MONASTERY’S PROPOSAL FOR AN ACCOMMODATION"
NPEANOXEHUE MOHACTbLIPA O NEPEAAYE COBCTBEHHOCTHU

Because so much turmoil has been created, which has been an
affront to the Monastery and the Church in general, in an effort to bring
about peace the Monastery sent letters to

TToCKOABKY CAOXKHMBIIAsACA CHUTyalMis BbI3BaAa HEIKEAATECABHBIC
CAyXH, OCKopbOureabHbIe AAA Momnacteipa u llepksu B 1eaom,
MoHACTBIPb, C LIEABF0 AOCTHYH MHPHOIO COTAQIIECHI:A, OTIIPABUA
nUuCbHMA:

a) the Minister of Agrarian Development (23-9-2008);
B MWUHHCTEPCTBO CEABCKOXO3ANWCTBeHHOro paspurua (23

ceHTa6pa 2008 r.);

b) the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Agrarian
Development (17-10-2008) which was copied to the Prime
Minister (20-10-2008); and

B MunucrepcrBo  ¢umancoB u B MHHHCTEPCTBO
ceabCcKoxo3alicTBeHHOro pa3surtus (17 oxrabpa 2008 r., xomusa
ITpembep-munuctpy (20 oxrabpa 2008 r.);

c) the Minister of Finance (9-12-2008 r.);
Musnucrpy punancos (9 aexabpa 2008 r.).

proposing that all the real estate which came to the Monastery from the
exchange through legitimate procedures be returned to the Greek Public
Authorities. The Monastery would also not require the Greek Public
Authorities to recognize its land rights over Lake Vistonida and its
shoreline, since the ownership would be decided by the courts.

ITpeasaras BepHYTH BCIO HEABMDKMMOCTB, KOTOPYIO OH ITOAYYHA B
pe3yabTare oOMeHAa dYepe3 3aKOHHBIE IIPOIEAYPBI, I'pedeckmm
TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIM OpraHam, MoHacTeIps He TpebyeT OT BAacTei
npusHaHuA ceoux npae Ha O3epo BucroHmaa u ero moGeperxse,
TaK KaK IIPaBa BAGACHUA HA HUX OYAYT OIIPEACACHBI Yepe3 CyA.



The East Wing after restoration.
BocmouHoe Kpbisao nocae pecmaspayuu

ULTERIOR MOTIVES"
CKPbITbIE MOTUBbI

Although many and varied interests are involved in the case, with their
own financial and political agendas, it is hard to ignore the fact that the real
purpose behind the turmoil is the defamation of institutions and the
separation of Church and State administration. Some people have seized
the opportunity to strike at the Church by fanning the flames in order to
damage monasticism and to shake society’s faith in Greek, Christian ideals.

HecmoTpas Ha MHOrOYHCACHHBIE M Pa3HOOOpa3HBIE HHTEPECHI
CTOPOH, Yy4YaCTBYIOIIUX B AGA€ CO CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMH
dpuHAHCOBBIMUI u MOAUTHYIECKUMH TMAQHAMM, TPYAHO
IPOUTHOPUPOBATE TOT (PAKT, UYTO peaAbHAA NPUUNHA AAHHHOIO
KOH(AUKTA - PACHPOCTPAHEHUA IIOPOYAIMX CBEACHMIL, - 3TO
oraeseHue llepxBu or rocyaapcrea. IToromy HekoTOpBIE CHABI
HCIIOAB30BAAM BO3MOJKHOCTH OKAeBeTaTh ILlepkoBs, passkuras
CTPACTH C II€ABIO HAHECTH YAAP IO MOHAIIECTBY M IIOKOAEOaTH
Bepy I'peueckoro obmecrsa B XpUCTHAHCKUE HAEAABL.



The Vatopaidi Skete of Saint Andrew (Serai) in Karyes.
Ckum ceamo2o Anocmona AHApes (Cepau)




THE MONK AND THE WORLD"

MOHAXU U OBLLECTBEHHOCTb
A monk’s relations with other people ate permeated by the Orthodox
Patristic principles of selflessness and genuine love.
OrHoLICHNA MOHAXOB C MHPAHAMH IIPOHHU3AHBI IIPABOCAABHBIMU
CBATOOTEYECKUMHU IIPUHIMAMIAMHA OECKOPBICTHA U IOAAMHHOI
ArO0BH.
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Pilgrims to the Holy Mountain have experience of this love. They take
this spiritual leaven from the Monastery back to their families and their
parishes and in this way the family, society and the world are blessed. We
ask that you, too, pray that Christ and His All-Pure Mother, to whom
our Monastery is dedicated, will provide a blessed resolution to our
present trial.

ITasomuuku Caroii I'opsl moay4daror a1y Ar06086. OHU IpUHOCAT
3Ty AYXOBHYIO 3aKBacKy u3 MoHACTBIpA B CBOM CEMbU H
HEePKOBHBIE IIPUXOABI M TAKHM 00pPa3oM 0AArocAaBAAIOTCA CEMbH,
obmrecrBo u Bech Mup. Msbr mpocum Bac moaumrbca, 4uro0BI
Xpucroc u ero Ilpeuncras Mareps, KoTopbiM Ham MOHACTEIPE
TOCBAIIEH, ITOMOTAM HaWTH yroaHoe bBory pemenue B Hamem
HBIHEIITHEM HCIIBITAHUU.
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H3 Monacrsipa Cearori I'opsr Baromea

Over recent months, an unprecedented commotion has developed
concerning the utilization of the property of the Monastery and, in
particular, the exchange of Lake Vistonida, as well as the disposal
of the financial resources arising from this.

B nocnedHue mecaybl becnpeyeHOeHmMHble cmpacmu
paszopenuce B8OKpy2 ucnosab3oeaHus cobcmeeHHOCMU
MoHacmelipsa: 8 yacmHocmu, obmeHa 3emau o3epa BucmoHuda
U UCrnonb308aHUA cpedcme, noayvYdemoiXx 6 pe3ysbmame
coenKu.



The Abbot and the whole Brotherhood of the Holy Monastery of
Vatopaidi express our profound sadness and humbly ask
forgiveness from the flock of Christ because, unwittingly and in a
manner that could not have been foreseen, we have been a
reason for them to be scandalized.

HamecmHuk u ece bpamcmeo cesmozo MoHacmoeipa Bamoneod
2ny60Ko CKopbaAm U CMUPEHHO Mpocam rnpouweHus y nacmeobl
Xpucmosol, NOCKOAbKY He8osnbHO U HernpeodsudeHHbIM 06pa3om
cmanu npu4uHol ckaHdana.



